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U.S. DISTRICT COURT 


‘RESURRECTION DAY’ 


After mistrial is declared, an emotional Menendez thanks the jurors, 
and the Justice Department says it ‘will carefully consider next steps’ 


Thomas Moriarty 
For The Star-Ledger 


A hopelessly deadlocked 
jury brought an end to the 
corruption trial of Sen. Rob- 
ert Menendez on Thursday, 
prompting the declaration 
of a mistrial and concluding 
a contentious 11-week court- 
room drama without a final 
act. 

The government did not 
say whether it would retry 
the Democratic lawmaker 
from New Jersey and co-de- 
fendant Salomon Melgen, a 
wealthy Florida ophthalmol- 
ogist, who were accused of 
swapping lavish gifts for gov- 
ernment favors. 

One juror told reporters 
afterward that most thought 
the government had no case. 

Menendez was visibly 
emotional as he spoke to 
reporters following the con- 
clusion ofthe trial. 

“The way this case started 
was wrong. The way it was 
investigated was wrong. The 
way it was prosecuted was 
wrong,” proclaimed the sen- 
ator, thanking 12 jurors “who 
®© saw through the govern- 

p ment’s false claims and used 
their Jersey common sense 
to reject it.” 

Inastatement, the Justice 
Department also thanked 


we, the jury, and said only that 

“the department will care- 

à ù ~ fully consider next steps in 

this important matter and 

Sen. Robert Menendez speaks to the media after his case ended in a mistrial Thursday in Newark. “The way this case started was wrong,” Menendez said. report to the court at the 
“The way it was investigated was wrong. The way it was prosecuted was wrong.” Patti Sapone, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger appropriate time.” 


The day’s events began 
with a note sent by jurors 


Juror on prosecutors: Moran: Mistrial could Whatťs next: Scenarios Investigation urged: shortly before noon, tell- 
ing U.S. District Judge Wil- 


‘That’s all they had?’ be the perfect outcome that might await McConnell wants ethics liam H. Walls, who presided 
over the case in federal court 
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House GOP passes extensive tax legislation 


Proposal would end key deductions Inside Jersey lawmaker to support the legislation, 


which would eliminate the ability of taxpay- 
used by many New Jersey residents Gov.-elect ers to deduct their state and local income or 
Phil Murphy sales taxes on their federal returns, and cap 

calls for the the property tax deduction at $10,000. 
Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger help of New House Republican leaders, who drafted 
Jersey lead- the bill in secret without any public hear- 
With the help of one New Jersey Republican, the U.S. ersinfighting ings, also prevented lawmakers from seek- 


New gem 1n crown of food scene House on Thursday passed sweeping tax legislation that the Republi- ing to amend the bill on the floor in order to 


would end tax breaks used by many Garden State residents cantaxplan. restore the full state and local tax deduction. 
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